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Section: Word Study - Kindergarten  
 
Overall Rationale:  Columbia Public School students develop into citizens who actively participate as 
knowledgeable, reflective, creative and critical members of a variety of literacy communities as a result of 
mastering the standards and objectives of the K-12 Language Arts curriculum. Oral and written communication 
skills are central to both cognitive and social development. People read, write, talk, listen, view and represent 
ideas to find and interpret information; to combine knowledge and experience; to reflect and relax; to explore 
possibilities and generate new ideas; to solve problems; to make decisions; and to communicate their 
experiences to others. 
  
The research of the National Association for the Education of Young Children and the International Reading 
Association documents that literacy development is best articulated as a developmental continuum. Therefore, 
there is individual variation in the rate and pace in which students gain literacy knowledge. In addition, 
students simultaneously develop as readers, listeners, speakers, and writers through developmentally 
appropriate instruction that provides scaffolded support through the use of direct instruction, demonstration, 
modeling, and practice. 
  
 A thoughtful examination of the current research in language arts instruction, the literacy achievement data of 
our students, and the perceptual data of our stakeholders has guided the Elementary Language Arts Program 
Evaluation Committee in the construction of the rationale, goals, and curriculum objectives for elementary 
language arts instruction in the Columbia Public Schools.   
 
Rationale:  According to the research of Edmund Henderson at the University of Virginia, spelling instruction 
that integrates phonics, phonemic awareness, orthography, and morphology enables a child to become a 
proficient speller. This instructional approach, called “Word Study,” allows a child to unlock the spelling and 
meaning of literally thousands of words. Just as in reading, students progress through developmental 
stages: Emergent, Letter-Name, Within-Word, Syllables and Affixes, and Derivational. Students usually stay 
within a stage for a period of 18 months before progressing to the next developmental stage.  

Course Description:  According to the research of Edmund Henderson at the University of Virginia, spelling 
instruction that integrates phonics, phonemic awareness, orthography, and morphology enables a child to 
become a proficient speller. This instructional approach, called “Word Study,” allows a child to unlock the 
spelling and meaning of literally thousands of words. Just as in reading, students progress through 
developmental stages: Emergent, Letter-Name, Within-Word, Syllables and Affixes, and Derivational. Students 
usually stay within a stage for a period of 18 months before progressing to the next developmental stage.  

Learning Goal:  Recognizes and applies characteristics of Late Emergent Stage of orthographic development 
to reading, writing, and speaking skills 
 
Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Says sounds associated 

with letters  
    

  Hears and says initial 
sound 

    

    Sorts pictures by initial 
sound 

  



Language Arts – Word Study – Kindergarten  Page 2 of 2 
Items in red denote Essential Curriculum:  What All students must learn by the end of a grade level or course. 
12/05/11 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Recognizes rhyming 

words 
    

  Hears and segments 
onset and rime 

    

    Recognizes that words 
carry meaning 

  

    Sorts pictures and words 
according to 
meaning/concept 
classifications 

  

  Isolates consonant 
sounds 

    

  Writes letter that goes 
with consonant sound 

    

  Uses beginning 
consonants 

    

  Uses ending consonants     

  Identifies number of 
syllables in words 

    

  Writes first and last 
letter in a single syllable 
word with correct 
directionality 

    

Spells “No Excuse 
Words” correctly 

      

 


